Liver sinusoids and sinusoidal cells in patients with agnogenic myeloid metaplasia.
The origin of sinusoidal portal hypertension often remains unknown in patients with agnogenic myeloid metaplasia. Four consecutive patients with agnogenic myeloid metaplasia had liver biopsies examined under light and electron microscopy. Two of the four had obvious clinical portal hypertension; of these two, only one had portal vein thrombosis. All four cases showed sinusoidal infiltration by myeloid cells (from very mild to obvious) and an increased perisinusoidal collagen network. Under electron microscopy we observed (a) the collagenization of the Disse space, (b) myeloid cells in the lumen and the Disse space, (c) the transformation of perisinusoidal cells into transitional cells, and (d) fragments of basement membrane-like material. It is possible that all these abnormalities, and not only sinusoidal infiltration, contribute to increase vascular resistance, even when there is no clinical evidence of portal hypertension unrelated to vascular thrombosis.